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State Historical Society of North Dakota 



the heritage of North Dakota and its people.

The State Historical Society of North Dakota has 
operated as the state’s department of history, 
archaeology, and archives since 1895. The society 
maintains 57 state historic sites and museums, 
and six sites have museum stores. 

employees, and more than 200 volunteers worked 
at the North Dakota Heritage Center & State 
Museum, Pembina State Museum, and historic 

OUR MISSION

Margaret L. (Peggy) Puetz, Bismarck, President
Gereld Gerntholz, Valley City, Vice President
Albert I. Berger, Grand Forks, Secretary
A. Ruric Todd III, Jamestown
Calvin Grinnell, New Town
Chester E. Nelson, Bismarck
H. Patrick Weir, Medora
Terrance Rockstad, Bismarck
Diane K. Larson, Bismarck
Alvin A. Jaeger, Secretary of State
Kelly Schmidt, State Treasurer
Mark Zimmerman, Director, Parks and 

  Commerce, Tourism Division

2016 STATE HISTORICAL BOARD

Exhibits Team Wins Award

The State Museum in Bismarck 

the American Alliance of Museums’ 

Museum divisions involved in the 

Wendi Field Murray, Paul Picha, 
Fern Swenson, Genia Hesser, 
Andrew Kerr, Amy Bleier, 
Bryan Turnbow, Jenny Yearous, and 

Geologic Time at the State Museum in Bismarck.
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FROM DIRECTOR CLAUDIA BERG

ND Heritage Center has maintained impressive numbers, we 
are serving more virtual users on our three websites, and 
new audiences are discovering our historic sites. Area visitors, 

experience North Dakota’s history at sites across the state.   

At the ND Heritage Center & State Museum, toddler 

It is thrilling to watch three- and four-year-olds push the electric 
door openers and enter the building as seasoned museum 
visitors. Young families have taken ownership of the Treehouse 

the galleries.    

Stutsman County Courthouse, and Former Governors’ Mansion 
are impressive. These projects are wonderful examples of 
historically relevant structures that are being restored because 
of support from local Friends groups. We have a new Friends 
group at the Welk Homestead and look forward to developments 
at our newest historic site. 

and eventually for access on our website. A big undertaking for 

will appreciate.

and support the heritage and culture of the country. In 2016 

North Dakota. The ND Council on the Arts is a program partner 
with the State Historical Society. We house the Art Council’s Folk 

the special Art 50! anniversary exhibit at the ND Heritage Center. 

source for many of our public programs for decades. These 

agency and to the services we provide. 

grow our services for the people of North Dakota. It was a busy 
year with many more ahead of us.
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League 100 Years Ago, an exhibit in the 

for Prairie Public’s 

Major processing projects include 
processing the Frank Vyzralek 

 
Dakota Photo Documentary Project 

Items We Acquired 
Items uploaded to Digital Horizons   755

 

State agency series    17 
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REFERENCE REQUESTS 2016 HIGHLIGHTS

Emily Ergen, archives specialist, in the records 

3



COLLECTIONS MANAGEMENT

for the public to search records. In 2016 the 
State Archives moved several databases to 

government, and state agency. The remaining 
database-manuscripts and photographs will be 
available in 2017. 

ELECTRONIC RECORDS

electronic records to the Archives, coding 

transfer protocol on the website. CDs, DVDs, and 

installed in January 2017.

provide an online index to pre-1925 county 

records from Burleigh, Griggs, and McKenzie 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT

subdivisions.

 
rehoused & numbered

133books

 
           oral  history    
         interviews 
    conducted

 books repaired

State agency 
ELECTRONIC 
records ingested

GB40,020

262 rolls of 

produced

Photographic 
prints, 
negatives, 
and slides 
scanned

5,842

709 video 
cores 

319 
audio tapes 

digitizedtwo   642 HOURS
             of real-time           
     footage catalogued
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MUSEUM DIVISION

for the Art 50! exhibit at the ND Heritage Center & 
State Museum.

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS 

Cataloged over 1,200 objects and recataloged more 

and Westhope Boy Scout items, Western Lager Beer 

Dakota SnoBlade, a beekeeper’s suit, a Tiger Stripe jungle 
uniform from the Vietnam War era, and a wicker basket 
for removing deceased bodies from homes.

Dakota museums. Our objects are exhibited on loan at 

Museum in Toronto.

Dakota and Lakota tribes regarding items that may be 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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exhibit at the State Museum in summer 2016.

STATE MUSEUM EXHIBITS AT THE 
ND HERITAGE CENTER

Hall, which will be changed annually, includes a brief video 

accomplishments. 

The ND Heritage Center & State Museum was selected as 
North Dakota’s only venue to host 

. On loan from the Folger Shakespeare 

Capitol Shakespeare and Fargo’s Designing Quilters to 
incorporate local objects into the exhibit.

hosted three original exhibits: 

, featuring the work of Fargo-Moorhead 
Art50!, 

Council on the Arts.

 in 

HISTORIC SITES AND TRAVELING EXHIBITS

The Pembina State Museum welcomed the
Olstad into its temporary gallery. 

installed the traveling exhibit 

of  was originally on display in the 
Governors Gallery at the ND Heritage Center & State 
Museum. 

Yggdrasil
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL ARTIFACT COLLECTIONS 

ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM  

 
and Cultural Resources

archaeological, historical, and architectural sites into a 

planners, cultural resource professionals, and others to make 

development projects will have on North Dakota’s cultural 
heritage. The State Historical Society is the sole repository of 
cultural resource forms and reports for the state.  

in 1990 and 2008. The primary impetus for the revision 

development related to the energy industry. Look at the State 

and Isolated Finds Recorded

and assisted federal agencies in the process by reviewing 

The State Historical Society contributes to North Dakota’s 

projects. In 2015, tax credits were granted to Williston High 

Creamery Building in Fargo, and St. John’s Block in Grand Forks. 

sites, historical sites, and buildings or structures in the state. As 

• Volunteer David Nix, together with Archaeology & Historic 

• 

• 

7



St. Michael’s Parochial School, Grand Forks Cass County Black Building, Fargo

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 50TH ANNIVERSARY

history and cultural resources in June.

The exhibit 

May to October at the ND Heritage Center & State Museum. A digital version of 

A 20-minute video, , was produced by the State 

The 2016 North Dakota Governor’s History Conference celebrated  

the conference was sponsored by the State Historical Society and SHSND 

•

•

•

•

Williams County Creaser Building, 
Williston

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  
Over the last year, a community building, a school, and two commercial buildings 

Zeeland Hall, Zeeland 
St. Michael’s Parochial School, Grand Forks 
Williams County Creaser Building, Williston
Cass County Black Building, Fargo



Behind the Historic Glamour

The Stutsman County 
Courthouse clock in 
Jamestown gets a 

9



Camp Hancock

thorough undertaking involving 

Chateau de Mores
Following a summer storm, the 

the Former Governors’ Mansion and 
the State Historical Society jointly 

the back entrance and enhanced 

Fort Abercrombie

built a new shed to house the 
covered wagon.

fountain, and an electric eye to 

new mechanical and HVAC system, 

added to the back of the building, 

Gingras Trading Post

Pembina State Museum
The Pembina State Museum 

and installed a new water heater.

Stutsman County Courthouse
New restrooms were installed and 

Jamestown Tourism to restore the 
jury room.

Ronald Reagan 
Minuteman Missile Site

Whitestone Hill

restroom received new shingles.

Double Ditch

The Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara 

Chateau de Mores State Historic Site in Medora.



North Dakota Geological Survey Paleontologist Becky Barnes repairs the 
Mastodon at the State Museum.
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Fort Abercrombie

Lenny Krueger never visited Fort 

teach his foster kids about history that 

elementary reading and math teacher 
for the Richland #44 School District, 
and he also drives the school bus. 

dedicated to Fort Abercrombie, where 

history,” Krueger says. “I have great 

maintenance but also for greatly 

weekend from Memorial Day to 

south of Fargo, Fort Abercrombie 

two reconstructed blockhouses, 
and an original guard house. The 

a major stagecoach and steamboat 

siege during the US-Dakota War of 

historical reenactors from Minnesota 
to visit the fort each summer, as 

site hosted a weekly Sunday history 

Lenny Krueger, 
site supervisor of 
Fort Abercrombie 
State Historic Site, 

local history to 
the military past.

history of agriculture. 

the local history, and that’s what 

“Being connected to the school and 

four years things have really turned 
around.”
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and exhibits on assorted kiosks, touch tables, video walls, and 

North Dakota’s annual Technology Innovator award in August.

Visitor Technology

COMMUNICATIONS 
& EDUCATION DIVISION

North Dakota History

across the state in 2016. We love helping educators and 
lifelong learners increase their knowledge about historical 
topics of interest!

 won 

Design Award. View recent issues and learn how to subscribe 

Sharon Silengo, Pam Berreth Smokey, and Ann Crews Melton

Did you know that some spaces at our state historic sites 
can be rented for private use? At the ND Heritage Center 

business gatherings.   

for toddlers and preschoolers, has been wildly popular at 
the State Museum since it started in 2016. Hundreds of 

programs about dinosaurs, pioneer songs, fossils, bison, 

to museum experiences as a start to building lifelong 
interests in museums, history, and North Dakota. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA EXPANDS
The State Historical Society’s social media reach is growing. By the end 
of 2016, our followers increased 200 percent! A big thank you to our online 

history.nd.gov

statemuseum.nd.gov

ndstudies.gov

TOTAL

Site Users

More than 1,000 people 

online holiday card at 

The fourth grade textbooks for North Dakota 
Studies are being converted to online formats. 
This reduces book costs for schools and 

Check out three online units at 

By the Numbers 
   
   Hours donated by Heritage Volunteers

 

In 2016, we launched a new State Museum 

about events, exhibits, and more. Find it at 
statemuseum.nd.gov.  

us serve our 
visitors.
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NORTH DAKOTA FOUNDATION
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Funeral Home Memorial Program

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum.

Donor Thank You Dinner
The North Dakota Petroleum Council, Bob and Kathy Mau 
and family, Gov. Allen and Barb Olson, the ND Legislature, 
and ND Service Clubs–ND Lions were honored at a 

the event. 

North Dakota Alaskan Cruise
Major donors Janet Lanterman and Kirk Lanterman hosted 
an Alaskan cruise for 146 North Dakotans, which sailed  

A three-year contract between Makoche Studios, the  

honorees can be viewed at the State Museum. 

 

Thunderhawk have been selected as large donor thank 

FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS

2016 SHSND FOUNDATION BOARD 
  
Jon McMillan, Fordville, President  
Dalles Schneider, Bismarck, Vice President  
Barbara S. Lang, Jamestown, Treasurer  
Darrell L. Dorgan, Bismarck, Secretary  
Calvin Grinnell, State Historical Board Liaison 

 
 

 
Bruce Dolezal, Dickinson

2015 SHSND FOUNDATION STAFF

 

 

Ernie Borr, Fundraising Consultant
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N
Museum Store

Heritage Center & State Museum in Bismarck. 

books by seven North Dakota authors, featured 

Dakota vendors, and increased its assortment of 

The Museum Store is now online. 

Beaded hair accessory

North Dakota Heritage 
Center & State 
MuseumChateau de Mores 

Fort 
Abercrombie 

Pembina 
State 
Museum

Ronald Reagan 
Minuteman 
Missile Site
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Indulge Yourself 



North Dakota 
Heritage Center & 
State Museum
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